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muriel grey thomas
Born novemBer 11, 1895
DieD novemBer 21, 1984
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1895
Born November 11th, 1895 in Hammonds Plains, Halifax, Nova Sco a, the second of three daughters
raised by Louis Nathaniel Thomas (b. 28 Nov 1868, d. 31 Aug 1951) and May Weddleton Fultz (b. 17
Sep 1866, d. 4 May 1948).
Louise Chester Thomas was her older sister (b. 25 Oct 1893, d. 8 Jan 1966) and Olive Antoine e
Thomas was her younger sister (b. Sep 1897, d. unknown).

Scanned copy of cer ﬁcate found in ﬁles of her son Frank Davenport II
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1895 To 1901
Muriel’s pre-school, elementary and early high school years were spent in Hammonds Plains with her
older sister Louise and her younger sister Olive.

1901 Canada Census, Hammonds Plains, Halifax, Nova Sco a

1901+/The school picture below from Hammonds Plains had notes on the back placing the picture around
1902. Muriel and her older sister Louise (Aun e Louise according to the notes) are listed along with
names of many other children, including “Bernice Haverstock si ng on teacher’s knee, Miss Mumford.” My best guess of who is Muriel and Louise is noted.

Louise

Muriel

Picture found in personal ﬁles of Frank Davenport II
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1902 To 1910
Muriel’s elementary and early high school years were spent in Hammonds Plains and Halifax, Nova
Sco a. Thankfully Susan McArdell, a granddaughter of Muriel, wrote a couple pages of notes from a
talk with Muriel back in 1976, which provides an outline of her younger days.
In Muriels own words:
“A ended country school in Hammonds Plains, N.S. Went to _____________ school a er moving to
Chrighton Street in Halifax. Quinpool Road school (Jr, High) and Halifax Acadamy (grades 9 & 10).”

Quinpool School, Built 1903
Screenshot from the Nova Sco a Archives web
site, h ps://archives.novasco a.ca/search/?
q=quinpoo

Halifax Academy which
opened it’s doors in 1879
Screenshot from Halifax Public
Library, h ps://
archives.novasco a.ca/
communityalbums/
HalifaxLibrary/archives/?ID=523
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1910

Scanned copy of cer ﬁcate found in ﬁles of her son Frank Davenport II

Some me a er receiving her 9th grade diploma the family moved from Hammonds Plains, Nova Scoa to Selkirk, Manitoba. This would be a trip of about 3500 km (2200 miles) west of Nova Sco a
which must have been quite the journey back in 1911, either by automobile or more likely by train.

1911

1911 Canada Census, Selkirk, Manitoba
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1911 to 1918
Muriel con nues:
“Moved to Winnipeg and a ended St. John’s Technical School. Living in Elmwood when ﬁrst moved to
Winnipeg. Moved to Cathedral Ave. in Winnipeg. Went to business college and worked in Dominion
Bank as a cash item clerk.”

St. John’s Technical School, date unknown. Built from 1910 to 1912 and demolished in 1967
Picture copied from the Manitoba Historical Society web site: h p://www.mhs.mb.ca/

Muriel con nues:
“Went to Sunday School training class and changed from Cathedral Church to St. Chrysostom(?) mission church on Bannerman Ave. Students took services at church. Frank H. Davenport gave services
as a student at St. Chrysostom's where Muriel and Frank met.”

St. Chrysostom was a mission church of St. John’s cathedral (an Anglican church). It was established
in 1910, became a parish in 1929 and eventually closed it’s doors in 1967. (source: Manitoba Archival
Informa on Network).
Muriel was undoubtably very ac ve in the ministries at this church, as she would be throughout her
life’s journeys. So a young lady (23 years old in 1918) originally from Nova Sco a, meets a slightly
older gentleman (34 years old in 1918) originally from Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and romance blossoms in Winnipeg Manitoba.
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1918
Muriel con nues:
“He was ordained a Deacon and sent to Russell, Manitoba in 1918. Six months later he wrote to Muriel asking her to marry him.”
Thanks goes out again to cousin Susan who graciously sent me a copy of nearly 60 typewri en pages
(transcribed by Muriel’s daughter Lois) of the le ers that Frank sent to Muriel star ng in June, 1918
un l May 1919 (one month before they were married). It is marvelous to read, and here I will include
the ﬁrst men on I found of his interest in ge ng married.
Frank writes in a le er to Muriel dated August 6, 1918, Box 127, Russell:
..."At any rate I am wri ng now and have something very, very important to say. And I'm not going to
"beat around the bush" either. I'm going to be very much to the point..."
..."Our ideals and concep ons of life are iden cally the same. Could we not go through life together,
working as one for the Master and the spread of His Kingdom. In fact, Muriel, a er an abscence of
these long weeks I ﬁnd that I really love you and want you to be my wife. Mine is not the love of passion that might have inﬂamed me 10 years ago but the true love of a Chris an man for a Chris an
woman."
Frank closes his le er:
“I shall eagerly await your reply and if your answer is "yes" then I will come in - say week a er next,
and we can talk things over together.
With deepest love..."
Just three days later, in a le er dated August 9, 1918, Frank is already responding to the reply from
Muriel. Keep in mind that Russell, Manitoba is about 350 km (220 miles) from Winnipeg. If only mail
service in this jet age was as fast as it was in 1918!
"My dear Muriel,
Your answer received. You have made me very happy. I cannot say anything more than that
now because I want to hustle this note down to the P.O. Won't we be happy together, working and
struggling together for the "Cause of the Master?"

Wouldn’t it be great if we could have had the le ers that Muriel wrote in reply to Frank.
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1919
Muriel con nues in her discourse with cousin Susan:
“Married June 24, 1919 at St. John’s Cathedral, Winnipeg by the Archbishop Matheson. Went to Dominion City on honeymoon for a few days. Returned to Winnipeg to pack and moved to Russell, Manitoba.“

Above: Screenshot from the Manitoba Historical Society web site.

Photo from an item of jewelry that
Frank II had. The actual pendant is
only about 1 inch in diameter.

Photo that Frank II had. I believe the man behind the happy couple
is the Archbishop Matheson and I assume his wife
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1920
While in Russell, Manitoba, the ﬁrst two daughters of Muriel were born.

Olive Anne Davenport
Born May 9, 1920 in Russell, Manitoba, Canada.
Married James Bernard Baine on May 21, 1943 in Florida
Married Donald John McArdell on March 17, 1945 at St Cements
Episcopal Church, St. Paul, Minnesota. They had 4 children.
Died August 4, 2002 in West Saint Paul, Minnesota

1921
Lois Mary Davenport
Born May 5, 1921 in Russell, Manitoba, Canada.
Married James Forbes Corbe on February 6, 1945 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. They had 6 children.
Died September 10, 2012 in San Diego, California.

Muriel con nues:
“Moved to Mandan, North Dakota, where Barbara was born at home.“

1922
Barbara Grey Davenport
Born August 7, 1922 in Mandan, North Dakota.
Married James Franklin McClelland on December 17, 1945 in St. Paul,
Minnesota. They had 2 children. Married Eugene Joseph Saenger
(date unsure). They had 1 child who died at birth in 1957.

Died March 1, 1967 in Ramsey County, Minnesota.
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1923—1925
Muriel con nues:
“Moved to Bismarck, North Dakota (St. George’s church?). Marian was born in Bismarck. Cynthia (girl
from England) helped Muriel with children. Marian was born in hospital in Bismarck.“
Marian Ethel Davenport
Born May 25, 1925 in Bismarck, North Dakota.
Married Bruce Charles Druliner (date unknown). They had two children.
Married Key Has ngs Harrison on July 30 1973 in Orange County, Florida.
Died July 15, 1998 in Naples, Florida.

Muriel con nues:
“Moved to White Bear Lake to St. John’s (then called church of St. John in the Wilderness). Frank and
Tom were born in White Bear Lake.”

1929—1933
Frank Howard Davenport II
Born February 10, 1929 in White Bear Lake, Minnesota.
Married Gloria Jane Mead on February 3, 1951 in Saginaw, Michigan.
They had seven children.
Died August 10, 2014 in Essexville, Michigan.

George Thomas “Mickey” Davenport
Born February 10, 1933 in White Bear Lake, Minnesota.
Married Lore a Mae Stone on July 6, 1952 in California. They had two children. Married Juanita Lois Urbano on August 21, 1964 in Nevada. They had
one child. Married Mary Lou Limon on October 6, 1979 in California.
Died March 12, 2019 in Sacramento, California.
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1934—1945
Frank and Muriel con nue raising their children in White Bear Lake through 1945 while Frank con nued as the minister at St. John’s in the Wilderness.

The Church at St. John in the Wilderness. Built in 1926. Personal picture taken by grandson
Frank in 2019.

The parsonage house (as best as I could reckon) across the street from the church where Muriel
would have raised her family. Just a few blocks behind the house was White Bear Lake. Personal
picture taken by grandson Frank in 2019.
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1945
Muriel con nues:
“Frank was ill—le St John’s and move to Summit Ave. Lived on Summit for more than a year before Frank died in July 1945.”
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1946—1947
Muriel con nues:
“Friends of Lois’s lived in Bay City. They suggested Lois and Jim come to Bay City. Muriel and Tom
moved to Bay City and lived in Banks Housing.”
Picture of Muriel with
Lois in Minnesota with
note she wrote on back

Bay City Directory—1947
Bay City Directory—1947
From the 1947 Bay City directory we see Muriel living next door to her daughter Lois and her husband James Corbe .
When Lois and James moved to Bay City, their oldest daughter Nancy was already born and their second daughter Kathy
was born in Bay City in 1946. A search today does not show a Circle Dr. in Bay City but it would have been a street in the
Banks Housing Project on the west side of town, which is no longer in existence today. The project only lasted about 10
years and was eventually demolished in 1954-1955. I believe the property was in the vicinity of where the Lindsey elementary school is now located.

Bay City Times Nov. 28, 1943
Bay City Times Nov. 6, 1955
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1948-1950
Muriel con nued to live in the Banks Housing Project un l some me a er 1950. You will no ce that
her daughter Lois is not in the directory anymore but her son Frank is and living with her in the project housing. By the year 1950 Muriel had found a job at the Banks branch of the Sage Library,
which was not too far from the Banks housing project she was living in at the me.

Bay City Directory—1948

Ar cle from Bay City Times, Oct 27 1950
Bay City Directory—1950

1951-1954
In 1951 her son Frank had married Gloria Mead from Saginaw and they le Bay City for Chadron, Nebraska that same year and returned about 1954 back to Essexville, a village next to Bay City. Someme between 1950 and 1952 Muriel moved to 405 N. Catherine, also on the west side of Bay City.
The ﬁnal notes from Susan McArdell read as follows:
“Moved to 405 N. Catherine in Bay City and then to 508 S. Wenona. Worked at Sage Library as
branch librarian at Banks Library for about 15 years. Re red in 1970.”

Bay City Directory—1952

Bay City Directory—1953-1954
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1955-1981
By 1955 Muriel was living at 508 Wenona Street on the west side of Bay City, where she would live
for about 25 years. She would move to California in late 1980 and some me a er that her Grandson Thomas and wife Diane would reside in the home at 508 (note Diane’s name in the directory).

Bay City Directory—1948

Bay City Directory—1955

405 N. Catherine 2021

Bay City Directory—1981

508 S. Wenona 2021

Both pictures shamelessly screenshots from Google Maps.
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The Bay City Times had numerous
men ons of Muriel as librarian at the
Banks branch of the Sage Library and
also with her ac vi es with the Episcopal church she was involved with.
A selec on of some of those ar cles
follow in close to chronological order:

the Bay city years
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1955-1981 (cont.)
Muriel had a part in
star ng the local
charter of the Quota Club. The Interna onal organizaon is s ll in existence today.
www.quota.org

Muriels daughterin-law
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1955-1981 (cont.)

In Susan McArdles notes, Muriel states she
re red around 1970. It would seem likely that
she re red from working full me at the
Banks branch of the library and then possibly
con nued on a part me basis at the main
branch which was only a few blocks from her
house on Wenona. In 1965 she would have
turned 70 on November 11th.
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1965-1984
The years a er re rement she was always busy
with helping at her church and just being a grandmother to the seven children of Frank and Gloria.
She lived at 508 S. Wenona un l the late 1970’s
when she injured her hip and moved in for a short
me with her son Frank and family in Essexville.
Around August 1980 she moved out to California to
live with her daughter Lois. She went full circle
from moving to Bay City with her daughter Lois to
moving again to California to be with Lois. She lived
out her remaining years there, no doubt content
with the memories of the great family she raised
and the quiet life she had led serving others.
She was our “Gaga”.
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Informa on compiled by her grandson Frank Davenport III in
2021. My apologies for any wrong dates or wrong informa on. Special thanks to my ﬁrst cousin Susan McArdell for
preserving informa on about Muriel and for ge ng me a
typewri en copy of the le ers that Frank wrote to Muriel.
This document is meant for personal use only as a way for
my children and my children’s children to have a record of
their family history. I noted where all the pictures and
scanned images came from so hopefully no copyright laws
are being broken.
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